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Workshop First World War Poetry by Phileas Fogg Theatre Company
On Friday the ninth of September two members of the Phileas Fogg theatre company visited our school. This time they gave us a workshop about war poetry. How did war affect the mood, tone and language of the poems and how did the attitude of the poets changed when the war progressed. Through poems from famous poets such as Siegfried Sassoon, Rupert Brooke and Wilfred Owen and acting out scenes from the First World War we experienced what life was like during the war and how it was like to join the army.

After a short introduction given by Sergeant Peter and Nicky who cheered every man able to fight to join the army we were divided into two groups. There was a group of soldiers and a group who were waving with flags to encourage the soldiers. Young man thought that it would be a fight like all the others: short, able to win and come back to your family again. Several poems reflect these thoughts. When you didn’t want to fight you were seen as a coward. Finally they found out that this war would change and take much longer. This was the beginning of the play. 
The beginning of the play made you able to identify with the people living in that period. After the beginning of the war the group was again divided into two new groups. Both groups prepared their own part of the play. We practiced poems, acted out scenes of the First World War and simulated gas attacks. Finally both groups joined to perform one play.

By using a suitable background made from tables and chairs and using crops such as helmets and riffles it all seems to be real. Combined with the poems it gave me a better understanding of the war. In a funny matter we were informed about the horrors of the war. We were asked: would you pee in your boots? Of course everyone answered this question with no. The insoles of your boots are as tough as frozen meat. The first day your feet start to swell. At the end of the second day you have developed wounds and when you get on day five your feet are bleeding and pus is coming out. Now we were asked again: would you pee in your boots? This scene shows that war makes you do things to survive even though it seems horrible now.

Another remarkable aspect of the war was Christmas day. This was the only day of the year that soldiers didn’t fight but instead played a football match against each other. In my opinion this is pretty strange. First are you fighting and killing each other and after that you have fun and are sporting together. After the match they immediately continued fighting. The war was different from other because it took much longer. Many soldiers died during the war. I had to read 12 big cities in the Netherlands which together had the same number of inhabitants as all the people died during that war. 
At the end of the play we walked as soldiers blinded by gas. Unable to see so just follow the person before you by holding his shoulder. Finally everyone died by the gas or the guns. All died, except one soldier who stood for all the victims that war brings us every day. We were asked (while we were dead) to think about all the victims from wars nowadays like the war in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
In my opinion this workshop was very successful. It made me realise how horrible the First World Was really was. Off course we learnt this at history but playing it in this way makes it easier for me to understand and remind this information. The conditions inside the trenches with rats, blood and flees and the positive reactions of the people at home who stayed behind. Encourage the soldiers for the work they did. I enjoyed this play and learnt a lot about the First World War.
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